
St. James Episcopal Church
February 10, 2016  (Ash Wednesday)

Vestry Meeting

Present: Terry Channing, Karen Derr, Nick Forenz, Esther Kowulich-Covell, Gregg 
Learned, Anne Oates, Joan Rogerson, Connie Van Houten, Rev. Lynne Sharp

Absent: Donella Barney, Donna Noteware, and Mary White

Rev. Sharp opened the meeting with prayer at 7:58 PM.

New members Anne Oates, Connie Van Houten, and Gregg Learned were 
welcomed.

The minutes of the December vestry meeting were corrected to read that game 
night was changed  “from January 16 to January 30”.

Karen Derr moved, seconded by Gregg Learned to accept the minutes as 
corrected.  Carried.

Rector’s Report
• Since nothing has been heard from the Diocese regarding Moving Back into 

the Neighborhood, Rev. Sharp suggested tabling discussion until the next 
meeting.

• Lenten services:  Lenten luncheons will be held at St. James on February 17 
and March 2;  Maundy Thursday service will be at 7 PM; Good Friday service 
will be at 11 AM with Stations of the Cross at noon.

• Rev. Sharp will be taking vacation Monday, Feb 15 and March 28-31.
• The Food Pantry would like to have an Open House in the spring.  The 

vestry had no objection.
• It has been requested that the Food Pantry provide their own insurance, but 

they would prefer to pay a percentage of St. James insurance.  It is the 
vestry’s understanding that the Food Pantry needs their own insurance.  
Rev. Sharp will clarify with Diocesan counsel.

• Parochial report:  St. James has 92 active members, 10 new, lost 8, so a net 
gain of 2.  There have been 4 baptisms; average Sunday attendance has 
been the same as 2014.

Joan Rogerson moved, seconded by Nick Forenz, to accept the Parochial 
Report.  Carried.

Treasurer’s Report

Karen Derr reviewed the financial report for December 2015.

Terry Channing moved, seconded by Nick Forenz, to accept the financial 
report.  Carried.



Karen reviewed the January 2016 financial report.

Terry Channing moved, seconded by Gregg Learned, to accept the financial 
report.  Carried

Mission/Outreach

It was noted that the yearly support for Denise in Ecuador through Children 
International is due in March.

Esther Kowulich-Covell moved to send a check for $330 for her support, 
seconded by Terry Channing.  Carried.

Building and Grounds  

Nick updated Gregg Learned, Anne Oates and Connie Van Houten on parts of the 
Safe Church that they need to complete.

Visioning  

• Nick reported that Game night was successful with between 35-40 people 
attending.  Instead of Movie Night, there will be another game night on 
March 12.

• Participation in Open events in the Village in 2016 tabled until next 
meeting.

• William Kingham has purchased a large tricyle that could be used to 
publicize events or perhaps distribute water.

Other

• A policy should be developed for the use of the Parish Hall by non-church 
members.

• A Handicap sign is needed for the handicapped bathroom.
• A nursery area is needed.  We will be able to have some diapers from the 

Presbyterian Church’s Diaper Depot as St. James donated diapers at their 
start.

• A sign is needed for Thursday noon Eucharist as well as other events where 
the public is welcome.

• A couple wishes to use an image of the stained glass in the bell tower on 
their wedding invitations.  The vestry had no objection.

• Charlie Skinner received permission for St. James to sell ice cream at 
“Smoke on the Water” and perhaps other fire company events to provide 
scholarship money for individuals to attend the Holy Land trip.

• The Diocese and National church has invited each parish to participate in a 
yearlong pilgrimage of seeing the Face of God in each other and racial 
justice issues.

• George Brayer provided Rev. Sharp with a policy statement regarding money 
counting.  A policy manual regarding many church procedures is needed.



• The lack of heat issue in the office and sachristy had two potential solutions 
suggested by Gregg Learned: 1) re-routing an existing heating duct and 2) 
replacing the deteriorating air conditioning unit with a heat pump.  Gregg 
will investigate different heating units.

* * * *
There was discussion of the desire to have Rev. Sharp be increased from ¾ 
time to full time at St. James and what steps need to be taken to have that 
happen.

Terry Channing moved, seconded by Karen Derr, to call Rev. Lynne 
Sharp to be full time Rector by January 2017.  Carried

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Bidwell, Clerk of the Vestry.


