
St. James Episcopal Church
Vestry Meeting
April 13, 2016

Present: Donella Barney, Terry Channing, Karen Derr, Nick Forenz, Esther 
Kowulich-Covell, Donna Noteware, Anne Oates, Joan Rogerson, , Rev. Lynne 
Sharp

Absent:  Gregg Learned, Mary White

Rev. Sharp opened the meeting with prayer at 6:55 P.M.

Karen Derr moved to approve the minutes, seconded by Terry Channing.  
Carried.

Rector’s Report

1. Church Directory:  Rev. Sharp reported that the Life Touch Company 
would photograph and print church directories for free if at least 25 
people sign up.  Each parishoner would receive an 8x10 picture and 
directory at no charge.
     Family and friends are welcome to have photographs taken and 
purchase the pictures.  It is possible to have a photograph taken as a 
“guest” in one of the other participating churches (in Bath, Centenary 
Methodist and Bath Baptist) and it can be designated to be included in the  
St. James’ directory.
      Brochures can be printed for advertising and smart phone 
applications are available.
      The only cost to parishioners or friends and family would be extra 
pictures.
      The company is currently scheduling in June.

Joan Rogerson moved, seconded by Donna Noteware to move 
forward with the Life Touch Company to produce St. James Directory.

2. Vestry Day is scheduled for April 30.  The first half will be spent 
evaluating goals that were set last year, and the second half will focus on 
stewardship with Sharon Arthur, a layperson form Geneva, NY leading the 
discussion.
    Rev. Sharp will send out a sign-up sheet for food items for the day.

3. The Taylor Grant request is due in June.  Tina Watson who has written the 
request in the past,  will ask for funds to insulate and rewire the sacristy 
and direct heat to the downstairs office.  A doorbell and signage is also 
needed to direct people to the church office.

Senior Warden’s Report  (Terry Channing)



1. Daly Electric will remove the speaker left after the sound system 
installation and will fix the overhead fans next week.

2. George Brayer continues to work on the maintenance manual.

Treasurer’s Report  (Karen  Derr)

Donella Barney moved, seconded by Terry Channing to accept the 
treasurer’s report.  Carried.

Committee Reports:

• Mission/Outreach Committee had no meeting.  It will meet in June.
• Safe Church:  all are up-to-date except two who are in process.
• Clean-Up May 14:  Esther has cleaning supplies.  Edging is needed 

around the stones outside to keep them from being thrown during 
mowing.

• Youth/Family/Community Events:  Game nights were successful, and we 
will offer in the fall/winter.

• A folding table has been obtained and stored in the furnace room for 
events.  Leah Nichiporuk will order the banner for the table.

• Earth Day bags were ordered by Mary White and will be distributed at the 
community Earth Day April 23.  Included in the bags will be a flyer about 
why plastic bags are undesirable as well as the spiritual reasons for 
caring for the earth.

• Community Open Events:  Art Show July 9 and 10, Boat Show July 16 and 
17, and the Craft Show, third weekend in August.

Publicity and Signage

• The consensus of the vestry was that a permanent sign was needed to 
adveritise the weekly Thursday Eucharist.    Nick will speak to Jim Grillo 
about the possibility of adding something to the existing St. James’ 
sign.

• Nick presented several permanent sign options, all of which were 
expensive.

• Donna Noteware and Joan Rogerson volunteered to coordinate publicity 
for events.

Food Pantry

•The Food Pantry will have an Open House May 14 from 2:00  P.M.– 4:00 
P.M.

•St. James will continue to support the Food Pantry with time, talent and 
treasure, and will pray for them weekly as it seeks a new location.



Youth Group

    Karen reported that attendance has been declining.    The present 
coordinator will be unable to continue next year, so they are seeking someone 
to spearhead a community youth group, perhaps with a change in format and 
meeting time.  The Youth Group will be added to the weekly prayers on 
Sundays.

Other Business

  Donna Noteware is coordinating  the Mothers’  Day dinner May 7th.  Nancy and 
Floyd French will set up the Undercroft on Friday.

Donella Barney offered the closing prayer.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Carol Bidwell, Clerk of the Vestry


