
St. James Episcopal Church 
Vestry Meeting
May 11, 2016

The meeting was called to order by Rev. Lynne Sharp at 7 pm.

Present:  Mary White, Rev. Lynne Sharp, Anne Oates, Donna Noteware, Greg Learned, Esther 
Kowulich-Covell, Nick Forenz, Terry Channing, Connie Van Houten, Joan Rogerson, Karen Derr

Absent:  Donella Barney

Minutes from regular Vestry meeting on April 13, 2016
Mary moved to approve, Nick seconded.  Carried

Approval of minutes from Vestry Day, April 30, 2016
Greg moved to approve, Nick seconded.  Carried

Rector’s Report
1. Rev. Lynne indicated that Lifetouch will be here on June 13-14, from 2-9 pm.  She will 

print out a sheet for sign up slots first then people can go online and sign up for any open 
slots.  It will be opened up to anyone in the community.  The church will receive one 
directory for each photo session.

2. Vestry Day
a. The wardens will compose a letter to the congregation with regard to the vestry’s 

decision to call Rev. Lynne full time.  The topic of stewardship will also be 
included.

b. Implementing our vision
i. There was some discussion on whether to stencil it on a wall in the parish 

hall but perhaps the walls should be painted first.
ii. Rev. Lynne will order new business cards with the vision printed on the 

back.
c. Summer Concerts

i. Greg is working on the memorial concert and will continue to work on 
getting a concert series started with David Peckham and Rochester area 
colleges.  Perhaps we could get in one or two this summer.

d. Stewardship
i. Two vestry members, Mary and Nick, have written their stewardship 

stories for the newsletter.  Others will be tapped to tell their story.
e. Senior Potluck

i. Rev. Lynne asked for a volunteer from the vestry and will seek one from 
the congregation.  Donna and Mary volunteered.  Rev. Lynne will look 
into the CCLI license for movies.

f. Youth



i. Rev. Lynne would like a Youth Sunday every quarter where young people 
are more involved in the service and coffee hour.

ii. Joan volunteered to work on a committee to look for a Sunday School 
Curriculum.

iii. Karen volunteered to work on a committee for youth involvement.
g. Greeters

i. Rev. Lynne would like to start this in the fall.  We need to think about 
training and recruiting greeters.  Anne volunteered.

3. Rev. Lynne will be on vacation from May 31 to June 5.  Gary will cover the Sunday 
service.

4. Rev. Lynne would like to start the practice of having a vestry member introduce 
themselves during the announcements so that all know who to go to with questions or 
concerns.

Senior Warden’s Report (Terry Channing)
1.  Exterior painting bids will be in by the next meeting so that we can vote on them.
2.  The pictures Jerry Lange is taking are going to be used for a bulletin board in the rear of 

the parish hall.  It will be a small picture and brief bio of all individuals active in the 
parish leadership so that others know who we are and who to go to for questions and 
concerns.

Junior Warden’s Report (Mary White)
1. Contact has been made with someone at NYS regarding the placement of signs that we 

might purchase to identify our location and time of service.  They must be placed out of 
the state right of way and we must get the property owner’s permission.  The signs will 
cost approximately $300 each.  Mary will continue to work through that process.  We 
would like to place one just off Rt. 54 coming into the village, one on the West Lake 
Road, and one on the Pleasant Valley Road.

2. VBS will need volunteers and the list of requested items to be donated will be out soon.  
The school received a grant to serve two meals a day to anyone 18 and under during the 
summer.  It will be done during summer rec and VBS.  VBS will serve lunches.  Mary 
inquired about the possibility of St. James being the distribution point in August after 
summer rec is done until school starts.  Mary is willing to facilitate and will need people 
to be present each day.

Treasurer’s Report  (Karen Derr)
 Joan moved to approve the April treasurer’s report.  Terry seconded.  Carried

Committee Reports
1. Outreach and Mission

a. Food Pantry-no update
2. Building and Grounds

a. Safe Church-no update
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b. Nick reminded us that Clean Up Day is this Saturday, May 14.  
c. Greg is meeting with Daly Electric to go over several proposals for AC and 

heat in the office.  Consideration needs to be given to the renovation of the 
sacristy with a door at the top of the stairs

d. Terry will find a door bell that meets Rev. Lynne’s needs.  Nick moved to 
spend up to $300 on a door bell.  Terry seconded.  Carried

e. Nick encouraged the vestry to think about what we want for a nursery area.  It 
was requested that a committee consider this.  Joan is interested.

f. Terry is working on a donation box.
3. Youth

a. Lynne reported that the Hammondsport Youth Group has suffered from 
dwindling attendance.  A survey is being used to assess changes that can be 
made.  St. James has offered the parish hall as a location as well as leadership 
in planning any meetings held at our church.

Other Business
1.  Calendar for events

a. Rev. Lynne would like to have a comprehensive parish calendar and be able to 
post it at the Chamber for general public knowledge.  The vestry will need to 
think about events and how to publish them.

b. There was some discussion about fundraising dinners and dates.
c. Nancy and Floyd are no longer interested in doing the bazaar.  The vestry will 

seek alternatives and consider options for the future.

Mary offered the closing prayer.
Meeting adjourned at 8:28 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Karen S. Derr 
Sub for the clerk
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