
Annual Reports – 2025

Rector’s Report – Submi(ed by Rev. Craig Hacker 

Saint James is an amazing community with the spiritual charisma of 
compassion, acceptance and humility that flows from the love of Christ.   
We are a body of Christ that is communion centered and prayer filled 
whenever we gather for worship.  Saint James is an incredibly loving, 
caring, and spiritually healthy community. 

We are fortunate to have a congregaEon comprised of dedicated and 
giFed leaders who head a mulEtude of ministries.  With this cadre of 
spiritually mature and commi(ed leaders, we are able to provide 
support both locally and internaEonally.  The outreach beyond the 
doors of Saint James is especially noteworthy.  For example, the athlete 
dinners, supporEng li(le league baseball, gathering and parEcipaEng in 
the Homecoming Parade, and Sox for Veterans have been generously 
supported, both through volunteer parEcipaEon and community 
member a(endance. 

Thanks to you our Italian Dinner, Christmas Bazaar, and Cookie Walk 
were very successful. 

The bo(om line is none of this could happen without your support.  It is 
through your love of Christ we are able to reach out and feed the 
hungry, shelter the homeless, and provide peace and comfort to the 
economically suffering.  This has been a very successful year.   

Thank You!  

See Church A(endance InformaEon on Next Page 



Note:  

Average service size in 2021=48  

Average service size in 2022= 34  

Average service size in 2023= 50 (Father Craig hired in March of 2023)  

Average service size in 2024= 59  

Average service size in 2025= 63  

 



Mission Report – Submi(ed by Carol Bidwell 

    Congrega2on Dona2ons 

Safe House  

March 2025 
    3 large body wash  
    2 bars of soap 
    13 face masks 
    2 pr gloves 
    12 loEon 
    6 body wash 
    4 shampoo 
    4 condiEoner 
    6 soap 

July 2025 
   4 large body wash 
   3 large dishwashing soap 
   3 rolls Aluminum foil 
   1 small shampoo/body wash 
   1 travel size baby shampoo 
   1 travel size shaving cream 
   1 deodorant 

October 2025 
   6 twin sheet sets 
   2 toilet brushes 
   2 packages Tide laundry pods 



   1 dish soap 
   6 no-show black socks 

Bath VA 
387 pair socks 

Samaritan’s Purse 
8 online shoeboxes 
2 physical boxes 
$150. for shipping 

Elizabeth Rose 
11 toasters + 2 = 13 toasters 
18 hand mixers + 2 = 20 hand mixers 
1 twin sheet set 
1 queen sheet set 
4 sets bath towels 
2 bath mats 
11 hand towels 
1 full sheet set 
2 full comforters 
1 queen comforter 
1 full quilt 
6 kitchen towels 
1 king fi(ed and flat sheet 
t twin fi(ed sheet 
1 full flat sheet 

Food Pantry 
13 Laundry detergent  
8 Shampoo 
2 condiEoner 



4 body wash 
5 dish detergent  
124 boxes stuffing  
100 gravy packets 
3 jars gravy 
16 brownie mixes 
10 cake mixes 
16 frosEng 
1 mulE purpose spray 
5 brownie mixes 
1 bo(le worchestershire sauce 
(1) 2# bag 10x sugar 
(2)

LOCAL Dona2ons: 
• Micah Rice House Fire 
• Skinner gas card 
• Pregnancy Resource Center 
• Food Pantry 
• Hicks Family/accident 
• Food Pantry gas cards 
• St. James adopted family 
• Christmas families 

                                            ~$3905 
NATIONAL Dona2ons: 

• Diocese of Los Angeles (fire) 
• Ma(hew 25 Ministries (Texas Flooding) 

         $3300 

INTERNATIONAL Dona2ons: 

• Direct Relief (Ukraine and Myanmar) 



• World Central Kitchen (Gaza and greatest need) 
                                      $2350 

Musical Notes - Submi(ed by Ellie Boutwell  

Sing to the Lord! 

That's what the choir does each week with joyful voices.   My sincere 
thanks to Sandy, Linda, Kris, Richard and Tom for their faithful 
dedicaEon to the music liturgy at St. James.  A special thanks to Carol & 
Tom for their help with the communion music each week.   

Compline Report  - Submi(ed by Mary white 

Compline is a simple office including a confession of sins, a psalm, 
music, a short reading from scripture, versicles and responses, the 
Lord’s prayer and collects which ask for God’s protecEon during the 
night to come.  We meet on Zoom every Monday evening at 8:15 for 15 
minutes of fellowship and begin the lay-led prayers at 8:30. The 
leadership rotates through 7 volunteers, and we typically have 6-12 in 
a(endance.  It is a short but very powerful service.  All are welcome! 

Fine Arts Dinner April 25, 2025 – Submi(ed by Mary White 

The 2nd annual Fine Arts Dinner celebrated the Hammondsport Central 
School students that are involved in the arts - band, chorus, drama and 
art classes.  The joy and energy was palpable with 41+ students 
enjoying fellowship, pizza, salad, soda and cupcakes.  Amidst animated 
conversaEons there was even a spontaneous group compeEEon finding 



Bible verses. Many of the students lingered for several hours and 
seemed very comfortable gathering at St. James.  Many thanks to all 
who helped out by donaEng food, sewng up, doing dishes and 
interacEng with the students.   

Haircuts and Hot Dogs August 26, 2025 – Submi(ed by Mary White 

Our first Haircuts and Hotdogs was huge success with a dozen area 
children receiving free back to school haircuts and then enjoying hot 
dogs, chips and sweet treats with their families.  They were excited to 
go home with a goody bag of hair care products. A huge thank you to 
the stylists and volunteers who helped to make our first event possible. 

Fundraising Dinner – Submi(ed by Karen Derr 

We held our annual Italian Dinner on November 1st and raised $1,901! 
Thirty percent of this goes in the mission account ($570.30) and the 
remaining seventy percent (1,330.70) goes into the building renovaEon 
fund. Many, many thanks to Jim and Linda Grillo for the delicious 
lasagna, Stella Pulver for her tasty sauce, and to the many people of our 
congregaEon who worked and/or donated food for the dinner. We are 
incredibly blessed to be able to conEnue this dinner; the community 
members really look forward to it.   

Athlete’s Dinner – Submi(ed by Karen Derr 

Once again, in December St. James hosted a free lasagna dinner to 
Hammondsport School winter sports teams. We served 60 enthusiasEc 
students and coaches a salad bar, garlic bread, lasagna, and homemade 
desserts. It is rewarding to see how much students enjoy the 
opportunity to be served a meal and spend Eme with their teammates. 



They are very appreciaEve. Many thanks to all who helped make this a 
success.  
orts 

Fire Protec2on System - Submi(ed by Nick Forenz 

The tesEng of the Fire protecEon system has been scheduled for 
January (2026) with Covert Security. This is a physical test of all 
components of the system 

Community Outreach  
Hammondsport Youth SoXball/Baseball – Submi(ed by Nick Forenz 

Members of the congregaEon signed up to help at the Concession Stand 
again this year.  Unfortunately, the weather did not cooperate for 
Opening day or for either of the rescheduled days on which we were 
signed up to help out.  Hopefully we will have be(er luck in 2026.  This 
is a great opportunity to interact with many members of the local 
community and their children.  Lokk for sign-up sheets in early April.  
Hope you can join us in represenEng St. James this year. 

Building and Grounds – Submi(ed by Nick Forenz 

Our major outdoor project this year in addiEon to our regular projects 
like trimming of the bushes and mulching the flower beds, etc. was to 
rebuild the front stairs.  Part 1 of this project, entailed removal of the 
granite steps, pouring a new base to be(er support the granite and 
resewng the steps. Thank you Connor Long and his team for the great 
job they did handling that part of the project.  Phase 2 involves the 
placement of PA Blue Stone along the sides of the step structure as well 



as placing Blue Stoner on the cement sidewalk in front of the main 
entrance.  We also replaced and repointed some of the Blue Stone steps 
leading to the UndercroF.  Many Thanks to Chris Bates for his vision and 
execuEon of that vison. The end result far exceeds anyone’s original 
expectaEon.  The final part of phase 2 was for Chris to slope the 
entrance sidewalks from the main sidewalk to the street in order to 
facilitate drainage.  Part 3 of the project was to have a new set of railing 
build for the front steps.  The new railings were paid for from Memorial 
monies, and a plaque was placed on the church near the top of the 
railings bearing the names of those being memorialized.  Brian Gorton 
did an outstanding job designing and building the new railings.  Thank 
you Brian. 

New Electric for the A\c – Submi(ed by Nick Forenz 

A quote to replace the aging electrical wiring in the awc porEon of the 
church has been received.  The Vestry has approved the esEmate from 
Dailey Electric to complete the work.  The start date is sEll to be 
determined.  ParEal funding of this project is from a grant from the Fred 
and Harrie( Taylor Fund. 

Safe Church Training –Submi(ed by Gladys Palmer 

All Key holders were up to date with their training for 2025.  Will keep 
the Vestry of any addiEonal training necessary as needed. 

Christmas Family report – Submi(ed by Mary White 

This year we shopped for five families, totaling 23 children ages 1-17. 
Our incredibly generous congregaEon either purchased and wrapped 
giFs from the list or donated funds for the commi(ee to shop. Thank 
you!! We even had a donaEon from outside the congregaEon. The 



families picked up their giFs on the Sunday before Christmas.  Father 
Craig was present and connected with each of them personally.  

Southeast District Report -Submi(ed by Richard Li(le 

South Convoca2on (formerly SED) Delegates Annual Report 2025 
January 25, 2026 

Members: The Very Reverend Troy Preston, Dean; Fr. Craig Hacker, St. 
James Rector; Luanne Graulich, St. James Delegate; 

 Richard Li(le, St. James Delegate; Mary Sherer White, St. James 
Delegate 

Purpose: Shall be to provide a regional opportunity to exchange 
informaEon among congregaEons and with the Diocese and to 
make recommendaEons and share in decision-making on the 
issues of importance to the congregaEons. Canon 16 

2025 Recap and Highlights of Events 
April 28, 2025  Zoom MeeEng 
May 24, 2025  Email Update  
June 23, 2025  Zoom MeeEng 
June 27, 2025  Email Update 
September 29, 2025 In-person MeeEng—St. Thomas, Bath, NY 
October 25, 2025 ConvenEon 94 Summary 

In addiEon to passing the diocesan budget for 2026, several elecEons 
for various diocesan commi(ees and posiEons were also held. Thank 



you to those who ran and those who will serve! Our keynote speaker, 
The Rev. Jesse Zink of the Montreal Diocesan Theological College,  
reflected on the connecEons between faith, belief, and hope and how 
they can carry us through our ever-changing world. Our day together 
closed with Holy Eucharist featuring a sermon from Bishop Kara that 
further compelled us to allow our faith to draw us into faithful acEon. 

ConvenEon 94 also approved four important resoluEons: 
ResoluEon A94: Establishment of ConvocaEons 

ResoluEon B94: AdvocaEng a Be(er Understanding of and Solidarity 
with LGBTQIA+ Neighbors 

ResoluEon C94: AdvocaEng for Aid, Relief, and Sustainable Peace in 
GazaResoluEon D94: Concerns about ImmigraEon and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) 

Rummage Sale and Christmas Bazaar – Submi(ed by Joan Rogerson 

Yard Sale/Bake Sale Joan Rogerson On June 6th and 7th St. James held 
our annual Yard Sale in conjuncEon with the Hammondsport Yard Sale 
Day. We also had a bake sale along with it. There is not a finer group of 
people with whom to work on a large project such as this. First you 
need people to look around their homes and sheds to gather items that 
they no longer need and to bring them to the church. The next step is to 
clear out the chairs and add more tables to the undercroF on which 
they will be sorted, priced and displayed. Items that will be placed in 
our front yard will be chosen to draw the eyes of the shoppers to our 

https://episcopalrochester.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2413e25aba5d483fc15360169&id=769b015bcb&e=a18fabbe7b
https://episcopalrochester.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2413e25aba5d483fc15360169&id=b71a9ee617&e=a18fabbe7b
https://episcopalrochester.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2413e25aba5d483fc15360169&id=b71a9ee617&e=a18fabbe7b
https://episcopalrochester.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2413e25aba5d483fc15360169&id=e33f6189f7&e=a18fabbe7b
https://episcopalrochester.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2413e25aba5d483fc15360169&id=e33f6189f7&e=a18fabbe7b
https://episcopalrochester.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2413e25aba5d483fc15360169&id=1ad7e2fa0f&e=a18fabbe7b
https://episcopalrochester.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2413e25aba5d483fc15360169&id=1ad7e2fa0f&e=a18fabbe7b


sale. A bake sale, run by Karen Derr, was also held in the outside space 
consisEng of yummy treats small enough to be eaten right away leaving 
shopper’s hands free to conEnue shopping. We had an indoor cashier 
and an outdoor cashier as well as workers answering quesEons or 
rearranging items as necessary. So many in our congregaEon stepped 
up so we could accomplish this sale. Our proceeds of $1370.50 as usual 
were donated to Mission. LeFover items aFer the sale were packed up 
and donated to The Once Again Shoppe in Penn Yan which his a 
ChrisEan Ministry of the Penn Yan Community AcEon Program. 

 Christmas Bazaar – Submi(ed by Joan Rogerson 

 Our annual Christmas Bazaar was held on December 6th to take 
advantage of the Hammondsport Annual Cookie Walk in which St. 
James was a parEcipant. People would be coming to collect their 
cookies which were being given out upstairs and would then be 
directed downstairs to our Bazaar. We also adverEsed to the general 
public. CraFers spent many hours in the previous months making items 
to sell. A huge shout out goes to Carol Bidwell and Sue Pietrzak who 
make the bulk of the craFed items. Once again the congregaEon 
stepped up in a big way. We had an enormous amount of Christmas 
decoraEons donated as well as the craF items. Again room needed to 
be made for displaying the items which had to be sorted and priced. 
Due to the AAUW having their Christmas Party here the Tuesday prior 
to the sale we were able to sell items to them as well as on the 6th. 
Items were available for sale at Coffee Hour the following two Sundays. 
Our profit of $1695.75 was, as usual, donated to Mission. 

Greening of the Church  - Submi(ed by Donna Noteware   



On Sunday December 21, 2025 aFer the service 14 swags and 16 candle 
holders were brought up on the elevator which made the greening go 
quickly.    This year the greens were donated by Bean StaEon Tree Farm 
in Pra(sburgh which were collected by my family and I picked up some 
extra greens at a couple of farm stands. Esther Covell also donated 
some boughs.  The degreening was aFer church on January 11, 2026.     
The bows are saved to reuse each year.  Thank you for helping with this 
project-  everything went quickly.   

Altar Guild – Submi(ed by Leah Nichiporuk 

Thanks to Marilyn Dowdle, Mary White, and Leah Nichiporuk for 
offering their Eme and caring for the Altar.  Our communion bread is 
provided by Carol Bidwell, and Jim Nichipoiruk provides the  
communion wine.  If you are interested in joining our small group 
please call Leah at 607-382-4138.  If you are interested in providing 
flowers on the Altar in memory of or in thanksgiving for, please contact 
Leah. 

Socks for Veterans – Submi(ed by Esther Kowulich-Covell 

Jane and Paul Aeschbacher were volunteers at the Bath VAMC and Jane 
was a member of the St. James parish.  Their mantra as they 
volunteered- “We never have enough socks.” Rev. Sandy CurEs and Jane 
discussed this issue with the outcome being an annual sock collecEon 
for our veterans at the VAMC at Christmas Eme.  St. James has 
conEnued this over the years.  I delivered this year’s contribuEon to the 
Bath VAMC in December-- 400 pairs of socks!  The volunteers said “We 
can never have too many socks!”   



Thank you again, Esther Kowulich-Covell  

THANK YOU!!
Special Thanks go to:

Tom Bidwell for maintaining and updating our web site.

Tom and Carol for their music during Communion.

Marilyn Dowdle and Rich Little for their service as plate counters.

Karen Derr for baking over 200 cookies for the Cookie Walk, and all 
who helped decorate and package the cookies.

Karen Derr for her dedicated work as our Treasurer.

Donna Noteware for her commitment serving as Clerk of the Vestry.

Luann Graulich and Carol Bidwell for their work on the Shoeboxes.

Mary White for arranging and work on Compline and Christmas 
Families.

Nick Forenz for all his work in Spring Cleaning and mulching our 
landscaping.  And an outstanding job organizing and supervising the 
new steps and sidewalk!



Gregg Learned for his continuous efforts keeping our church warm in 
the winter and cool in the summer.

Joan Rogerson, Carol Bidwell, and Sue Pietrzak for their hard work 
on the craft and rummage sales.

Ellie Boutwell for the beautiful music she and the choir provide us 
every Sunday.

Wayne Grimes for his work as Administrative Assistant.

The Vestry for the dedication they have shown this year in service to 
Saint James.

And to all the parishioners who have given of their time and energy in 
service to our church.


